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                                              OLD WORLD REVIEW 
                                    After  Action Repor t 
                                   Old Wor ld Wisconsin 
 
Attending Members: Tim Duescher , Jim Mallion, Br ian Brenner , Dan Barker , Ter ry Sorchy, Dawn Barker ,  
Jim Stahl, Emily Stahl, Jen Prowitz, 
 
Former  Members Attending: Kar l Pasch, Dave and Donica Frohmader  
 
 
Event Overview: 
FRIDAY NIGHTt: Fr iday night we camped in the back of the proper ty in the Norwegian area. We camped 
out in the old fallow field that is just to the east of Kvaale. Car l Holzschuh’s Confederates camped at Kvaale. 
 
SATURDAY: We broke camp Saturday AM and made our  way to the village. Our  two cavalry scouts led the 
way and we sent out an advanced patrol of infantry under  M ike Binder  to assist in scouting the route and to 
protect our  flanks. The tr ip was uneventful. At the village we raised the colors and near  a grove in the village 
center . A guard mount was put out immediately. 
 
There was a lot of civilian activity in and out of town.  We were suspicious of par tisans, and shor tly after  
noon our  scouts confirmed that they had detected par tisan activity in the German Farm area.  
 
Captain Sorchy marched us to the German farms. We easily occupied the first German farm. Besides some 
saucy Rebel ladies, we encountered few problems. The foraging was ample with pies, baked goods and plenty 
of produce available. The Dutchies are too trusting as they really made little effor t to hide their  supplies. 
Captain Sorchy quieted some of the sharp tongued reb ladies as he had them pull one of our  foraging carts. 
They sure gave the evil eye to all of the men. 
 
At the next farm, we had a different story as the left end of our  line was bushwhacked by some of the local 
militia. We easily pushed them away, but did suffer  a couple of casualties. Again we occupied the farm and 
again we found ample foraging at the farm. 
 
We took our  pr isoners and our  forage back to camp. The ladies, with the help of our  men cooked a splendid 
meal from our  foraged supplies. A guard mount again was put out and the remainder  of the day was quiet. 
 
 
SUNDAY: Sunday was a very active day. Our  guard mount had to stop several suspicious civilians. Our  
concerns were well founded as we had one local pull a pistol and shoot his way out of town. We sustained one 
minor  casualty. We also confiscated several pistols from the civilians that we searched. Captain Sorchy had 
the local Johnnies take the Oath of Loyalty. All of them signed reluctantly, but they did it so they could get 
back their  pieces and their  horses. 
 



About noon we formed up and Captain Sorchy marched us to the Norwegian Farm area. Captain split us into 
two columns. The second column under  L ieutenant Gerow marched across country. Sergeant’s Barker  and 
Binder  assisted Lt. Gerow. We also had a cavalry scout accompany us which proved invaluable as we 
marched cross country.  
 
Captain Sorchy’s platoon engaged the Reb’s down the entire length of the road to the Norwegian farms. The 
second platoon, did succeed in its mission of completely surpr ising the Johnnies and coming up to the camp at 
Kvaale from the unguarded rear . After  a shor t but spir ted skirmish the camp and the farm were secured. 
One Johnnie was killed, one wounded and two were captured. 
 
L t. Gerow’s platoon secured the farm and Captain Sorchy’s platoon came up shor tly thereafter  and searched 
the proper ty. There were several rebel ladies in the farm area. They had to be guarded but they raised an 
awful fuss. They especially became troublesome when the captain tr ied some of the local par tisans for  
violating the oath they had taken ear lier  in the day. The Captain showed no mercy to the cutthroats and they 
promptly went before the fir ing squad.  
 
We learned a well found lesson as we had one reb lady, if I  can call her  that, pull a pistol from beneath her  
skir ts. The Captain fought her  off and got the pistol away from her . I t was a close call and like it or  not we 
will have to rethink how we deal with some of these female br igands. 
 
Again we marched back to camp. Our  cavalry scouts did a fine job of protecting our  column and an advanced 
guard was put out. 
 
 
EVENT SUMMARY: 
The best summary I  can use is that all of really had a great time. Rebel and Federal all praised the scenar io. 
We were very active all weekend and the time just flew by. The engagements, although they were ostensibly 
the Third Wisconsin out foraging, were in reality more akin to a tactical. There was continual skirmishing, 
bushwhacking, and the use of our  tactical knowledge. We put out an advanced guard both days. Sergeant’s 
Binder  and Corporal Gutzke were a big help as we took advantage of their  real wor ld military knowledge. 
We used skirmish lines, put out a guard mount both days, made Grand Rounds, and overall ran a good 
military camp. The immersion aspect suffered a little more than I  think all of us had hoped, but overall it was 
a lot of fun, for  us. 
 
The park was very happy. Attendance numbers were the best they have had in a few years. We had well over  
1100 spectators both days. The visitors were delighted. We had a lot of praise and the spectators seemed to 
enjoy themselves very well. 
 
Par t of their  enjoyment may have been due to how much they were immersed in the action. Frankly a lot of 
action put the spectators r ight in the middle of our  scenar io. More than once I  had to work my way around a 
spectator . I  found this a bit disconcer ting. However , with the site layout, I  am not sure what else we can do. I  
think safety has to be kept foremost in mind if we continue with a skirmishing or  battle scenar io. 
 
The civilians did a great job. They had some downtime waiting at the villages, but on the other  hand once we 
ar r ived at the farms, they became an integral par t of the day’s activities. 
 
Having mounted cavalry and then using the cavalry in close coordination with the infantry did add a lot to 
the event.  The ar tillery was a bit more on their  own with their  scheduled fir ing demonstrations. This was 
basically similar  to past years. The ar tillery ladies did get involved with the scenar io and they did a fine job. 
 
All in all, I  thought it was a very good weekend. Everyone commented that it was one of the better  OWW 
weekends that we have had in some time. I  think the scenar io was creative and got all par ticipants involved. 
Oftentimes the “ moments”  happen in the evening. We had moments both in the evening and dur ing the day 
time at this event. 
 
Respectfully 
Dan Barker , President 
Third Wisconsin 
 
 

 



NOW FOR THE DIFFICULT PART OF THIS NEWSLETTER 
 
Many members of the 3rd Wisconsin Infantry are confused by all of the rhetoric which has been out there on the internet 
concerning certain authenticity standards and where  our  members  and the regiment stand on the issue.    Most of you 
attended the January 2006 company meeting, held in Milwaukee, which discussed this matter and had come to an 
agreement concerning this now, apparently, divisive issue.   
This is a faithful narrative, of my interpretation, from my inside position on the order of events and evaluations which 
culminated in the withdrawal of  confirmed 3rd Wis members,   Joe Roman, Larry Hackney, Mike Wozny, Jim 
Stradinger, Bob Cuevas and  Jeff Diehl from the confirmed 3rd Wis event at Old World Wisconsin Event on August 
31, 2006.    I t was reported that several past members were also planning on making guest appearances with Company 
C.   A number of other union soldiers from different units also did not attend due to the withdrawal of the unit, for 
this event only, known as Company C.   For your information, all of the undesirable ‘mainstream’ individuals which 
were attached to Company C were contacted by the POC after the Company C withdrawal inviting them to attend 
anyway, except for Roman, Wozny and Hackney.   
 
Listed here is the end communication which was received from our former member, First Sergeant and Point of 
Contact to Old World, on the afternoon of August 31, 2006.  Now all of you have the final communication in full.  
After that, all can decide in your own minds as to your own proper course of action. 
I  would like to remind everyone that Mike Wozny, Larry Hackney and Joe Roman are all board members of the 3rd 
Wisconsin Infantry who have the welfare and stability of the oldest re-enactment regiment in Wisconsin as their main 
goal.  All of the following came to the forefront when it had become apparent that some members of the 3rd Wis were 
being disenfranchised from their own event, otherwise there would have been no problem. 
 
In order to be fair, I  will entertain rebuttals or just comments from current or former members of the 3rd, which will 
be published in the next available Red Star. 
 
 
TO THE MEMBERSHIP: 
From Joe Roman 
 
This can never be short, though I shall be as brief as possible.  At the 3rd Wis meeting in January the unit voted to 
increase our authenticity standards as items wore out and needed to be replaced. All current kits of the existing members 
were grandfathered in for 3rd Wis events.  In April there was an exchange of, sometimes very nasty, emails concerning 
the authenticity standards not being implemented fast enough, as some people wanted to bring in the campaigner groups 
to Old World.  The intention was to move the entire 3rd Wis forward much more quickly.   I brought it up that the 
campaigners could come, but that our people have the right to be there as they were currently outfitted.  The emails died 
out until the middle of June or so when it erupted all over again as I discovered some very disturbing behind the scenes 
dramatics being played out.  At FondDuLac, Larry Hackney, our treasurer, was told that his kit wasn©t good enough to 
participate at Old World and that he would have to borrow equipment and a uniform.  Hackney wasn©t going to do that.  I 
found out that Hackney was being excluded from the event and opened up the entire story to the unit membership.  The 
crap then hit the fan.   
What I discovered was that Frohmader was planning to exclude those members of the 3rd Wisconsin which did not live 
up to his expectations, from their own event, despite our agreement in January, in order to bring in the ONV. It was 
posted by Frohmader, on the ONV website that ONV standards would be maintained throughout the weekend  for the 
infantry only.  The civilians, artillery, sharpshooters, cavalry and confederates were not expected to maintain a certain 
authenticity standard.  Frohmader was our Point of Contact with OWW concerning the September event, thus was our 
agent and he did nothing to change that fact nor mention to our membership of his change of loyalties.  I discovered that 
on July 22, Frohmader had  resigned from the 3rd Wis quietly on the ONV website under the his known name of 
Balthauser, in which he said, “my wife and I have both recently left our mainstream group.”.  On July 25, after this info became 
public he erased this comment from the the ONV website.  My conclusion was that he no longer, by his own statement, 
was a member of the 3rd Wisconsin Infantry, although he was still using the 3rd Wis name in his contact with Old World 
in order to displace us with the campaigners.  I brought this to the attention of the board members of the 3rd Wis. which 
would be Dan Barker, Larry Hackney, Mike Wozny and myself.  Dan Barker supported Frohmader,  “  OWW supports Dave 
and has confidence in him.  OWW philosophically does believe that they should move in different directions and that direction is with the Authentic philosophy.”   
Wozny, Hackney and I decided to support the Regiment.  
After speaking with Hackney and Wozny I contacted OWW and set an appointment for July 26 with Peter Arnold, Dir of 
OWW.   Peter said that he was under the impression that he was still working with the 3rd and did not know about 
Dave©s resignation, but that it was too late to change the Point of Contact position.   We had to agree with him in that all 
he wanted was a successful event and not get involved in our internal squabbles.  Totally understandable. He asked if we 
were still using the uniforms and equipment as in previous years and we concurred.  He did not see a problem with our 



CW impression.  The next week Frohmader met with Arnold.  Shortly after that meeting Frohmader emailed a scathing 
attack on everyone in the unit, saying that he did not  resign, but wanting to be placed on the associate list.  He did tell us 
how horrible we all were, etc, etc, etc.   It was sent to all associate and active members except for Roman.   Is as follows: 
 
  
Sent: Tuesday, August 01, 2006 10:15 PM, by Dave Frohmader: 
Subject: Clarification 
 
To the membership and associates of the 3rd Wisconsin Veteran Volunteer Infantry:  
 
Item 1. I hereby want to clarify my status with the organization. There has been a misconception 
that I have resigned from the unit. In my book, you resign from a position within an organization 
--  not an organization itself. You quit or leave an organization. I, therefore, announce my formal 
resignation as an NCO in the 3rd Wisconsin. I have no desire to attend any of the mainstream-
level events you may participate in and, therefore, cannot serve you in the field. Please keep in 
mind that this has nothing to do with the people who currently make up the organization as I still 
consider you all my friends. It is because I have discovered a more fulfilling and satisfying form 
of living history that, until this year, never knew existed. I have been rewarded ten-fold for the 
effort I put forth in this form of living history and I desire to concentrate my creative energies 
within the realm of progressive Civil War living history. 
 
Item 2. Unless situations dictate otherwise, Donica and I both would ask to be placed on the 
associate membership list. In other words, we©re not quitting the organization -- but neither of us 
will be active in it either. Donica will be involved with a new progressive civilian organization 
that is forming and I will be exclusively involved with both mess groups and both umbrella 
organizations I currently belong to.  
 
Item 3. Since I will no longer be participating at 3rd Wisconsin events, I will relinquish 
possession of 3rd Wisconsin properties, currently under my care, to the unit at the event at Old 
World Wisconsin. I currently have the unit©s mess kettles (which includes a coffee pot, three 
nesting kettles, two tin basins, and one skillet); the unit©s wall tent with poles, stakes, and ropes; 
and the company Enfield musket. These items will be left in the grove in the crossroads village 
on Friday night of the event. 
 
Item 4. I currently own the domain name 3rdwisconsin.org and the server space that the website 
currently resides on. I no longer wish to maintain this website as I have five or six others in my 
care currently. The domain name will expire on December 7, 2006. If the organization wishes to 
purchase it, I will have to transfer ownership of that domain to whomever will take it over. The 
cost is $35 per year for domain registration. This will need to take place prior to the expiration 
otherwise the current website will not be accessible. As for the web hosting service, this, too, 
will have to be absorbed by the 3rd Wisconsin. I have been paying $88.20 per year for web 
hosting services. The next billing date for the account will be March 3, 2007. If you wish to 
continue using the site as I have designed it, you will have to take over payment for the hosting 
services. I will need to be contacted prior to March 3rd to make arrangements to transfer 
ownership of the account to ensure uninterrupted service of the site. If you fail to do either, I will 
simply let the domain expire and will replace the current web hosting account with a new domain 
or cancel it altogether. 
 
Item 5. I will supply contact information for the two events I currently coordinate to whomever 
wants to take them over.  
 
Item 6. I want to clarify that no other group or organization is taking over the event at Old World 
Wisconsin, nor have I been working as some subversive agent for said organization. The Labor 



Day weekend event at Old World Wisconsin is the museum©s event -- not the 3rd Wisconsin©s. 
My work for the event was for Old World and I was doing what I could to ensure that I could put 
together the best program possible for the museum. And it has been Old World Wisconsin that 
my "loyalties" have been with for this event -- not any group.  
 
I find it rather arrogant (and absurd) that certain members of the 3rd Wisconsin consider this 
event to be "their" event considering that I do nearly all of the work by myself to pull it off. To 
be brutally honest, it©s been Terry Sorchy and I who have masterminded the last few events at 
Old World Wisconsin. Without the creative thinking and attention to detail that Terry has put 
into these events, none of them would have been nearly as good as they were. That, sadly, will 
all be lost after this year and you©ll be on your own. My sympathies to whomever gets stuck with 
the mainstream politics, posturing, and general childish bullshit I have had to deal with for the 
past four or five years. And it is those very elements that are so prevalent in mainstream 
reenacting that I gladly leave behind me as none of that exists in progressive living history.  
 
Item 7. As for my loyalties, that©s simple. My loyalties are with my family. The same family who 
has made sacrifices in their lives for this organization over the years. Each time I©m on the phone 
or sending email or updating websites or going to events is time away from my wife and 
child(ren) and they make their sacrifices by allowing me to do all of these things. I have given 
just about all I have to give to the 3rd Wisconsin and have sacrificed many things in my life that 
were important to me in order to serve the organization -- and have received far less in return. 
Instead, after all that I have done and sacrificed for the 3rd Wisconsin, I am rewarded with a kick 
in the balls and an assassination attempt on my character. Nice. But that is typically how 
mainstream reenactment groups treat progressives. I guess the 3rd really isn©t any different. 
 
Best of luck in whatever direction you decide to take in the hobby, folks. As an associate 
member, I won©t have a voice in your politics (nor do I desire one) so there will be no further 
interference or involvement from me in the future. You©re on your own. Please make wise 
choices. 
 
With kind regards, 
 
Dave Frohmader 
-Ol' Sipley Mess 
-Mess No. 3 
-Old Northwest Volunteers 
-Western Independent Grays 

 
 
We then told Dave that no matter what his authenticity standards were that we were coming to Old World and will just 
form a second company as this is a 3rd Wis event.  He actually relented on the 2nd company.  So Frohmader named the 
authentics Company A and the rest of us Company C, for the scenario of Sherman©s March to the Sea.  From that point 
on Dave was constantly agreeing to the scenario and changing the scenario and adding to the scenario and then taking 
things away from the scenario.  We were informed of changes not communicated with.  We weren©t about to quit.  By the 
way, the Old World Event schedule was posted on the ONV website and NOT on the 3rd Wis website as it should have 
been, first noticed by me on August 30. 
We had raised a company from different units as well from inside our own 3rd.  On August 27,  it was announced that a 
new invasive part of the company A scenario included coming into town(our sphere) and spending most of the weekend 
there doing the normal Living History stuff instead of the March to the Sea out in the rest of the park, where they were 
supposed to being doing their ©immersion©.  Company C was originally assigned the rest of the park with Company A in 
town, but that was changed by the POC.   
Some of Company C guys became confused and angry with a few nasty emails flying back and forth at this big 
perceived change.  Wozny even said that, "this is high noon and that I am the Sheriff".  I called Barker about this 
situation and we all calmed down, as this situation was being worked out and WAS worked out.  It was just the initial 
emotional response. 
It was discovered that Frohmader had kept Barker out of the loop during most of the controversy going on,  thus no 
communication with the people who are supposed to be in charge.  So at or about August 30,  Dave went to Peter Arnold 
and said that these guys are dangerous and we worry about the safety of the men in company A.  He must have shared 
with him internal unit emails without conferring with Barker.  Dave, now feeling secure in what he did emailed a three 



page attack on us and everything we stood for and said that we could still come, but that we could not leave the town, the 
Old World police would be watching us, no foraging etc.  The full text is as follows, initially emailed only to Roman, 
Barker, Hackney, Wozny, Sorchy, Peter Arnold and Lisa at OWW and is here now, unedited: 
  
 
August 31, 2006 
From Dave Frohmader: 
 
Joe, Mike and Larry:  
 
Enough is enough! It has become painfully apparent that none of you like Terry Sorchy. I find that painful considering 
that Terry has done nothing but try to help all of us improve upon who we are as living historians and open up new, 
better opportunities for our group. But your narrow-mindedness and inability to accept any change whatsoever has 
blinded you all from seeing the bigger picture. Rather than appreciate the fact he was trying to help us all, you decided to 
assassinate his character and make him the focus of your contempt. But, as has been proven in the past, nothing I say will 
make any difference as none of you have to capacity to listen.  
 
Here©s your reality, gentlemen. Terry and I developed this scenario idea -- much to the contrary of what Mike thinks -- 
shortly after the meeting in January. In January, I offered this event proposal to the membership -- which seemed to be 
receptive of it up until the point I proposed introducing progressive living historians to the mix. We went into this with 
the intention to have one large infantry group that would bring forth a spectacular program for the visitors; and I was 
very much against any mention of a separate column that would work independently of the main infantry group. We 
offered to help the small number of 3rd Wisconsin members improve upon their impressions so that the possible 30-plus 
progressives would be more easily enticed to participate. Based upon your receptiveness to borrowing over $7,000 worth 
of Terry Sorchy©s clothing and equipment last year, I saw no conflict of interest. You did it then, you certainly could 
have repeated that now.  
 
But the problem is that last year you did it for yourselves for one event; now it serves a purpose to improve upon an 
event scenario by attracting more quality living historians to the event. And it was just for this one event. But none of 
you wanted to see it as such and have decided to take it upon yourselves to do whatever was needed to work to the 
contrary.  
 
Since then, the three of you have decided it was necessary to go over my head and question my actions with the director 
of Old World Wisconsin. Obviously, the answer you received was not to your satisfaction as I quickly found myself 
called a traitor by your secretary and, despite my attempt to clarify the misinformation being propagated by him, both my 
wife and I, Terry Sorchy, and Nancy Troxel were illegally removed from the 3rd©s roster. Neither Terry or Nancy asked 
to be removed and, as I recall, I asked that Donica and I be placed on the associate member listing. As a result, I do not 
trust any of you; and some of the back-room dealings I©ve become aware of have only served to validate this distrust.  
 
Now I hear the whining and crying that the scenario has been changed and that it©s a travesty. You know what? We have 
done nothing but make modifications to the scenario to appease you and you still complain. There was never any 
agreement that we would be working from opposite sides of the museum. That was Joe©s idea. I didn©t want two columns; 
but to satisfy you three, I allowed it. I didn©t have to and could have stuck to my guns, but I made a concession. But, that 
wasn©t good enough. The main column of infantry was originally going to camp in the grove for the weekend; but we 
decided that in order to make things more comfortable for you, we©d camp at the abandoned farm on Friday night. It 
wasn©t until threatening dialogue coming from both Mike and Joe that we also decided to pull up stakes and bivouac 
elsewhere on the museum grounds on Saturday night just so we could leave the village to you and your small group and 
prevent exposure to the hostile environment you have suggested would be in place if we did stay.  
 
There has never been any agreement. You were basically told by me what you could or couldn©t do. This isn©t a joint 
venture as you have made it to be, and it is  perfectly clear that you want nothing to do with the progressive group that 
has been invited to attend. In fact, now that I am aware of threatening and posturing dialogue coming from both Mike 
and Joe, I feel that this sort of behavior has no place at this event. The people who are sacrificing their holiday weekend 
in support of this event are doing so to help Old World Wisconsin generate revenue and to offer its visitors the best 
experience they can. We have people driving in as far away as Iowa to support this event. They are not coming to pick a 
fight with anyone; to the contrary, they are coming to give the best that they have and, in return, only ask for the 
opportunity to enjoy the experience and the facilities that Old World has to offer. These people aren©t the same caliber as 
you obviously are. They©re not into politics and posturing and threats. They all come from different groups and work 
together for the greater good of the hobby. These people do more to promote awareness and raise funds for historic sites 
than any mainstream groups ever could. And they are just about the most public-friendly people I have ever come across. 
Each of them likes to talk to the public and teach them and offer them the benefit of their research and knowledge. These 
are all positive things and are things that should be part of the program at Old World Wisconsin. They could really care 



less about you or where you camp or about your posturing or politics. Quite honestly, they have no desire to interact with 
you at all -- especially if you are planning on being hostile towards them.  
 
The scenario has not changed. It is virtually the same as when I first presented it to Old World Wisconsin. The schedule 
that appears on the ONVs site and the 3rd©s site is exactly what was agreed upon between myself and the museum and is 
the scenario we are going to follow. Whereas, instead of camping in the grove both nights; we have made arrangements 
to stay out of your hair both evenings. You and the sharpshooters may have the grove. We will be marching in between 
10:00 or 10:30 or so and will drop pack just about anywhere in the village but near the grove. You©ve made it clear that 
you do not desire to gaze upon us, so we©ll stay out of your hair. We will only be in the village for about two hours and 
will be heading out to the German area for the foraging scenario taking place out there. We will be out of your hair the 
entire afternoon and won©t be returning to the village area until 4:30 with the refugees and our foodstuffs. Our ladies will 
be cooking the meal for us in repayment for providing them shelter and we will only be staying in the village long 
enough to eat. By about 7:30, we are planning on leaving the village as we do not want to have a confrontation with the 
hostile intentions of a very few small-minded people. We will not be returning until about 10:30 or so on Sunday 
morning and will basically repeat what we did on Saturday for the Sunday crowd and will go to Kvaale instead of the 
German area. Out of a 24-hour period, we will only be in the village around 4 or 5 hours total; and will not be anywhere 
near you.  
 
As for your foraging, your antics and threatening language as of late have put you in a rather unfavorable position with 
the museum. You, gentlemen, are under the microscope with museum staff and security. Any and all communications 
sent by you that contained threatening dialogue or any hint that there were plans for trouble have been forwarded to the 
museum staff. I have been in very close contact with the museum from day one and have made them aware of any 
possible trouble that could arise. The introduction of ID cards was added because of your obvious attempt to skirt around 
the same procedure that everybody else followed by trying to sneak additional, unknown persons into you group by by-
passing the registration procedures that were established. And, also, because of your behavior as of late, there will be no 
foraging opportunities at any of the farms for you. This is partly because of staffing issues and partly because of your 
overall attitudes and the lack of trust being placed in you. You may forage in the village or in the woods; but all farms 
are off limits to your group. If there is any trouble generated by any of you, museum security has been instructed to 
intervene and you may be taken out of the event entirely. I sincerely hope it doesn©t have to come to this -- but that is 
entirely up to you.  
 
There is no more room for compromise. Some of you have been very busy this summer to undermine the event scenario 
in an attempt to either hurt Terry, or me, or to drive off the threat of quality and authenticity entering Old World 
Wisconsin. Terry and I have put together an engaging program for the public that will give them a taste of what 
Sherman©s March was about. Our goal was never to re-enact the actual March to the Sea. That©s idiotic! Our goal from 
day one was to showcase Sherman©s men foraging for the supplies they needed to survive on and to do away with this 
common misconception that all of Sherman©s men were bummers. The public needs to see that this was an issue of 
necessity and not so much cruelty. As for the 3rd Wisconsin aspect of the event; you have over 30 of the best dang 
people in the hobby coming to honor the memory of the 3rd Wisconsin infantry. They didn©t have to, and Lord knows we 
could have chosen any 20th Corps regiment to portray. But they are coming to honor the 3rd Wisconsin. The least you 
could do is acknowledge their efforts by accepting them for the quality living historians they are and appreciate what 
they will bring to this event. They are not here to judge you or belittle you or anyone else for that matter. They 
acknowledge that there are some mainstream components at this event and have decided to support it anyway.  
 
The event schedule has been set. It has been agreed upon and accepted by the museum and is the schedule we will be 
working with this weekend. If this is not to your satisfaction, gentlemen, or you feel you cannot attend the event without 
causing trouble or picking a fight; then my suggestion would be to stay home. The museum is tired of dealing with all of 
the politics and drama that has been emanating from only a small group of people and will not tolerate any more 
shenanigans from anyone. You are in danger of having this event eliminated from Old World©s annual schedule in the 
future as the staff does not want a repeat of the same problems next year. You may feel free to fax your grievances to 
Peter Arnold after the event and he will review them and take the appropriate actions at that time. Please keep in mind 
that you are on State property at a State-run institution. Please conduct yourselves as such.  
 
Again, this isn©t about you or what you demand -- this is about cooperation and producing a quality program for the 
public so that they leave satisfied and will come again in the future. We are all there to serve the museum and its staff -- 
not any person or group. Once you can get past your personal issues, we can work on finding activities for your group to 
keep them busy and to integrate them into the program as best we can at this point.  
 
I will not be accepting phone calls or rebuttals at this time. I have my family to think about and much preparation work 
to get out of the way before tomorrow night. I find this whole situation embarrassing, petty, childish, and pointless, and I 
am glad I©m leaving this hostile and selfish environment. As I mentioned earlier, you may direct your problems to Peter 
after the event.  



 
Respectfully,  
 
David Frohmader  
 
 
 
On Thursday night, August 31st, Roman, Hackney and Wozny conferred and agreed that it was over.  Let him win this 
one as we do not have the ear of Old World.  It is best for Old World if we just leave.  They are in ignorance and know 
nothing of what is going on.  No matter what anyone said this was not a 3rd Wisconsin event.  Time after time, Barker 
said that this was a 3rd Wisconsin event, but in the end it wasn’ t.  But in Dan’s defense, he was kept out of the loop and 
did not know what was going on most of the time.  Up until August 30 everything had been worked out between us and 
Barker, but then Frohmader didn’ t want us there anyway, as we weren’ t part of his command and were messing with his  
Coup, as I saw it. 
 
 
My response to OWW withdrawing Company C from the event, August 31: 
 
Dear Mr. Arnold:  
 
This is to inform Old World Wisconsin of our brief response from the majority of the board of Company C of the 3rd 
Wisconsin Infantry to Mr. Frohmader©s charges of today.  I regret that you are even brought into this, but Dave has made 
this necessary.  
 
As you also received the litany of charges and accusations against us from Mr. Frohmader, a former member of ours, we 
concluded that it was in the best interests of Old World Wisconsin if the group which is known as Company C for the 
event this weekend does not attend.  We have known Mr. Frohmader for more than 15 years and the violent accusations 
against us are unfounded as we have all spent many a night together without incident.  As you are well aware of, in any 
organization, there are verbal disagreements in which things are said which will never be acted upon by both sides of an 
issue.  This was supposed to have been an internal discussion, but he has obviously emailed you information and now 
has made it official in order to pursue his personal agenda of displacing the 3rd Wisconsin as host of this event.  There 
are always two sides to every story and Old World is only getting one side.  Needless to say, our current actions are in 
the best interests of Old World Wisconsin.  
 
One of the members of Company C, Mike Wozny is supposed to educate the public on the "March to the Sea" at noon on 
Saturday and Sunday.  If this event is in the official brochure, he will still fulfill his obligation to the park and speak.  If 
it is not, then he will pass on this, which is understandable, I©m sure you would agree.  
 
If you would get back to me or Mike as quickly as possible on this, it would be much appreciated.  
 
 
Have a good weekend,  
 
Joe Roman  
Company Clerk  
3rd Wis Inf 
 
 
You think the Story is over?  Not 
 
On Friday September 1, Frohmader made calls to all of the mainstreamers who I had in Company C, inviting them to  
be part of the Old World Event.  I was receiving calls and emails from the reenactors who had been  part of Company C 
asking why Frohmader was calling them and inviting them to attend, even though the Company C’s men were not really 
wanted, along with our authentic bivouac camp?    
The only ones not really wanted were the people who had the best interests of the 3rd Wisconsin in mind and not a 
personal agenda.  Also, Mike Wozny was replaced in his talk on the ‘March to the Sea’ , which was originally requested 
by our President. 
There are many many more emails and details which I have not included here due to space limitations, since this is 
becoming long enough.   
I want to make this clear that I have no problem with the thoughts of the ONV as an association, nor what they want to 
accomplish, as I have spoken with some of the leaders of this organization.  I do not hold anything against this umbrella 



group as I believe that they had little or nothing to do with the internal power intrigues discovered within the 3rd 
Wisconsin leadership. 
 
 
I pulled this from the Authentic Campaigner website as being a good point to ponder 
for all: 
 
“A real hardcorps to me is someone who understands that it is not just a perfect uniform or accouterments/ battle rattle, it’s the knowledge that when it comes right 
down to seeing the Elephant, that you can depend on our training, values and most importantly your comrades along with a big dose of guts and faith in the almighty.  
This is not to say that if you haven’t been in the military or deployed into a warzone, you can’t be hardcore.  You must understand that you can have the perfectly 
correct uniform and kit, if you don’t fundamentally understand what the soldier who you are portraying felt when he was being shot at or was lonely and far from home, 
watching friends die around him(I also understand this having lost 2 friends to IED’s).  This to me is the essence of the term hardcore, knowing not only how to look but 
understanding how it must have felt.” 
 
Corporal Gregory J. Dodge 
(aka) Alexander Thompson(regimental wagonmaster) 
7th Ky Vol Inf US 
Sgt. Kentucky Army National Guard 
Operation Iraqi Freedom(OIF3) Veteran 
MM. Robinson #266, CWPT,LCWRT 
American Legion Hardin Post #113   
 
Pvt. Joe Roman 
Company Clerk 

 
 
 

The Flip side of the Coin. 
 
 
You could sum up the event at Old World Wisconsin  in one word-Confusion..    It started over nothing more than 
controversy over uniforms and ended up in a disgraceful mess. I am glad things went well for Old World, but at 
what price?  
In the beginning we set up a check and balance system in our bylaws in order to avoid such a thing. Board members 
are to set up events and field command was to take care of only the field command portion. This would, of course, 
keep any one person from having supreme power. Somehow we got away from that. 
 
At first only the infantry was required to wear certain uniforms and equipment in order to take part and please the 
ONV. I however pointed out that it was incorrect for the type of event we agreed to portray and that re-enactors as a 
whole should be creative and have some fun coming up with their own ideas if they choose to. For the most part I 
was ignored, except by our President who at least acknowledged the fact that I might have been onto something.. 
However, bullheadedness would not allow it and one of our members would not be allowed to attend, not to mention 
a few others if we did not meet the uniform requirements that were historically incorrect. I can assure you the entire 
Federal Army did not have the same weave patterns in their coats. 
 
Joe came up with a solution to this problem since it was our understanding that this was a 3rd Wisconsin hosted 
event. – a 2nd column idea.  This way everybody could attend and have a choice. It soon became clear however that 
our POC who was supposed to be an agent for our organization did not have the best interest of the unit at heart. So 
as the voted board members of the unit, we went to Old World and presented our idea, which according to our own 
unit rules was our right. Old World thought that they were dealing with the 3rd Wisconsin and not the ONV and 
would talk it over with Dave.  
 
Well there are a few things I would like to point out. 
 
This was never a personal issue, but rather a difference of views upon uniforms and historical correctness. However, 
it seemed to be turned into one by the POC. Remember, I did state that I did not want this turned into ‘an us or 
them.’   Company A and Company C was created – then as Company C grew, telemarketing began by Company A, 
for fear that Company C may end up with more men. Mainstreamers as they called us. Remember it was the ONV 
that did not want to work with us in the beginning, at least that is the impression I got from the POC statements. It 
was not us, the so called Mainstreamers, that objected to them being there in the first place, but if we did not go 



along with their equipment rules we would not be welcome at our OWN EVENT!  I call this discrimination against 
our own membership. 
 
Remember, in the beginning, the ONV people were to camp in the main village. So in order to stay out of their way 
we offered to do a march in the back half of Old World and educate the public along the way. So we began to get 
things in order and prepare ourselves to do the job. Suddenly we were told that Company A was to do the march and 
we were ordered to the village where we were supposed to camp. Ok, now we had to change everything and in order 
to do it historically correct we began working on putting together a very correct bivouac complete with plunder so 
the general public could get a very good idea on what an invading army looked like. A lot of hard work went into 
this in a very short time. Two days before the event a statement by the officer of Company A stated that they were 
going to march into the village and use the ground that was assigned to us as a DRILL FIELD!  Shock and anger 
ruled and to make things it even more puzzling, it was my understanding that the ONV didn’ t want anything to do 
with us in the first place, but here they were marching into the village and right into our camp as if they owned the 
place. Hence the statement-‘  High Noon”   Now I didn’ t think this statement by a 55 year old man would strike fear 
in the hearts of men, but apparently it did. Anyone who ever saw the movie knows that the story is not about gun-
play in the streets but the lack of support by the town folks, and I was certainly not getting much support by our 
membership. A few old retired vets from the regiment were going to stand with us on this because they could clearly 
see the injustice that was going on and were willing to stand by the Old Flag one more time. Of course they probably 
would not have  been allowed to enter because they were not registered on the POC’s web-site, even though they 
had been reenacting long before the POC ever entered this hobby.  I pointed out not everybody has a Computer and 
if they did they would have no doubt been telemarketed by the Company A people, and they did not want to be 
bothered by those people, hence the reason they requested that their names remain off-line. 
         Arrangements were made by us to bring one old vet of ours, Jeff Diehl into the park by a stretcher that we 
made up for him in order that he could take part. Now it doesn’ t matter if it is Jeff or me or you, because it has 
always been the policy of the 3rd to find a way for all our members to take part in anything that we do.—we will call 
this brotherhood. It used to be, that if one of us was not accepted- none were. This simple concept was proven at Old 
World by a number of non-members who were with Company C. After the three of us were chastised by the POC, 
those fine men of Company C would not take part by choice, even though they were called by Company A people to 
show up anyway. I know this to be true because they told us. I find this most interesting, since there was this big to 
due over uniforms and equipment in the first place and mainstreamers were consider 2nd rate by these people, but yet 
they could still take part now??????????? 
I also find it interesting in the fact that Company A did not even bother to invite Jeff until AFTER he became a part 
of Company C. Then he was invited to do this, that, and the other thing and of course he is now with them-“ in 
spirit”  ????????????? 
 
People-you can judge for yourself what is right or wrong here, but allow me to make this statement.- As your Vice 
President I was never consulted by the POC as to what his plans were, and for the most part I was ignored. Dave 
claimed that he and Terry did all of the work. This is incorrect, they inherited the hard work of others from years 
and years of building the event up at the park. Joe and I had offered to be a part of this current work, but were 
ignored. I believe they wanted it that way. I believe the Old World event was nothing more then a play ground for a 
select group of people and the true history of the 3rd’ s march was lost. I would also like to point out that your three 
board members have been re-enacting longer and have been apart of the Old World event long before the POC 
came on the scene and there has never been any problems or damage to the grounds at the park. We are respectable 
men and stood up for what we believe was right. We are well educated in the history of the 3rd and would have 
presented a very correct portrayal to the general public. Our efforts in this were consistently tampered with. There 
was never any communication by the POC. In short, we were ignored and left on our own. So we did the best we 
could, although there was always confusion from the POC. I really don’ t understand the reasons behind all this but 
I don’ t believe that the best interests of the unit as a whole was the objective but rather personal views on what re-
enacting should be. The 3rd Wisconsin Infantry has rules and guidelines set in place and these were not followed.  I 
believe Mr.Frohmader as an agent for the 3rd Wisconsin Infantry abused his position. He was not employed by Old 
World. I also believe there was an act of discrimination in play at the event. –Some members and others were 
allowed to take part even though they did not meet or borrow equipment to meet ONV Standards, while others were 
not allowed to take part according to the conditions that were first put in place at the FondDuLac event. These are 
serious conditions according to my attorney. Even the park known as Old World Wisconsin, thought they were 
dealing with the 3rd Wisconsin Infantry as the host unit. This meant everybody in the unit should have had a say and 
should have been able to take part without standards being placed upon them by the POC. Only the name of the 
regiment known as the 3rd Wisconsin Infantry was used at the event with only a few members taking part, while 
other members had a difficult time of it. I believe what happened at the event was not right and an injustice. The 
battle for Old World Wisconsin was fought and lost. I shall now put this ugly affair behind me.  
 
 
 



What Now. 
    
      Every organization has its high point and low point and we certainly are at a low point. There is now only one 
place to go – UP.  I still believe in the 3rd Wisconsin Infantry and the brotherhood it maintains. I like belonging to an 
outfit that, if I or somebody else who has health problems would like to participate, my pards would still find a way 
for me to take part. I like knowing that there are still men who are willing to stand up for what they believe and are 
not afraid to say so. There are other events and things we can do together if we so choose, but it is up to the 
individual to find out for themselves what it is that is important to them in this hobby.  As for me I shall remain.          
                     

      Pvt Michael Wozny   
                     Vice President 
                     3rd Regt. Wis.Vet.Vol Inf.   
                                                                       .   
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1).  Received from Dave Frohmader Oct 22, 2006: 
 
As for the website(www.3rdWisconsin.org), I put some thought into it and, based upon the amount of work and the large 
investment of my own money I©ve placed into it, still desire to continue working on the history website as time permits 
me. As it stands currently, there are three functioning websites at that domain and I©m willing to maintain all three of 
them out of pocket. I am inviting the members of the 3rd Wisconsin to use the resources that are being offered and, as I 
stated in my letter, my only involvement with the site would be as maintenance in case something goes wrong. Since I 
have the history website living at that domain and the mess group©s site as well, I am willing to continue paying for the 
service and domain name and will continue to work on both of these sites; so I don©t see a problem having the unit©s 
website living there as well. (As of this date Dave and I are working on this issue, Joe Roman) 
 
2).  Congrats to Dave and Jennifer Prowitz who are expecting a baby in the Spring. 
 
3).  2007 is an election year.  All positions are open.  President, Vice-President, Company Clerk, Treasurer, all Sergeant 
and Corporal positions.  Please submit your nominations during the month of November and I will place them in the 
December newsletter.    Send them to,  Joe Roman at caroman@execpc.com 
 
 
4).  School of the Soldier – Hardees 1862 Revised,(Details usually not taught)  
 
At  t he command REST,  t he sol di er  i s no l onger  r equi r ed t o pr eser ve 
i mmobi l i t y,  or             t o r emai n i n hi s pl ace.  I f  t he i nst r uct or  
wi shes mer el y t o r el i eve t he at t ent i on of  t he r ecr ui t ,  he commands,  i n 
pl ace- REST;  t he sol di er  i s t hen not  r equi r ed t o pr eser ve hi s i mmobi l i t y,  
but  he al ways keeps one of  hi s f eet  i n i t s pl ace.  

                                                                                  

                                                                                Trai l -  ARMS 

One t i me and t wo mot i ons.  

( Fi r st  mot i on. )  The same as t he f i r st  mot i on of  or der  ar ms.  

( Second mot i on. )  I ncl i ne t he muzzl e s l i ght l y t o t he f r ont ,  t he but t  
t o t he r ear  and about  f our  i nches f r om t he gr ound.  The r i ght  hand 
suppor t ed at  t he hi p,  wi l l  so hol d t he pi ece t hat  t he r ear  r ank men 
may not  t ouch wi t h t hei r  bayonet s t he men i n t he f r ont  r ank.  

 
  
 


